Transoesophageal echocardiography has achieved a significant role in the practice of anaesthesia and intensive care. No longer is it a "toy" for the cardiac anaesthetist, but a useful adjunct to the diagnosis and management of haemodynamic abnormalities. As interest increases, there are increasing numbers of books and videos (or DVDs) becoming available. Previously, most anaesthetists and intensivists would learn most of their "book" knowledge from the standard books on transthoracic echocardiography, such as Catherine Otto-Textbook of Clinical Echocardiography or Jae Oh-The Echo Manual.
Matthew and Ayoub's new book seems to have a similar approach, but from a transoesophageal perspective. As its name suggests it is very comprehensive, although it does not have a paediatric section approaching congenital heart disease from an adult perspective. There are sections related to pregnancy and transplantation, including hepatic transplantation. There is nothing about its use in trauma except in aortic trauma.
For the adult-patient anaesthetist wanting to acquire the beginnings of echocardiographic knowledge, this is a good place to start.
For those aspiring to gain U.S.A. Board certification in Perioperative Echocardiography, this book is almost a complete course. I found it to be weak on the physics, and to have very little on transthoracic echocardiography and other complementary investigations. These are areas which need to be addressed in studying for the exam. A useful feature is that every chapter has a large number of multiple choice questions, most of which are of a similar style and standard to those in the exam.
For the experienced echocardiographer, I would see the appendices as the highlight. They are full of the numbers and formulae needed to evaluate most pathology. This includes haemodynamic data from a wide range of brands and sizes of prosthetic valves. The chapter on new developments may lead some to find out what those new software upgrades were all about.
There were some factual errors, e.g. "PVS 2 occurs simultaneously with the mitral E wave" (page 100); a systolic wave and a diastolic wave cannot occur simultaneously.
Like all text-based teaching, it struggles from not being able to show video. Overall, I see this book playing a role in departments that run programs to teach transoesophageal echocardiography, and for the developing transoesophageal echocardiographer.
J When reviewing this new publication, the term "allencompassing" is the first word that comes to mind. The text covers its relatively specific scope in such detail that it is hard to envisage a book with greater breadth on the subject of toxicology.
Critical Care Toxicology is a beautifully presented book, which, as the editors point out in the preface, is unique in its content. While the authors are predominantly North American, all continents are represented. The book covers a broad range from envenomation and infectious diseases to bioterrorism, and is clearly current.
The initial section on the general approach to poisoning is clear and inclusive. While theory is dealt with extensively, one criticism would be that the practical aspects of therapy such as haemofiltration and decontamination are a little less extensively covered.
The second section deals with toxic syndromes, and this is a good, practical approach for the physician dealing clinically with poisoning.
The third section deals with specific medications. One pleasing aspect of this book is that while there are many chapters (160 in all), each chapter is relatively concise and readable. Drugs of abuse and chemical agents are dealt with in chapters 4 and 5. While most of the chapters are excellent with unbiased, critical evaluation of evidence, this is not always the case, the sections on carbon monoxide poisoning and hyperbaric medicine being weaker.
